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AT OPEN OY PROTEIN - BOIL. OLE, ghee 7 
I. Þ--:the. latter End of the Year 153 0, 
e a | re 3 . 
1 E1ONt--Or- ten © me in 


London, who appcarcd to be decply con- 
vinced of fin, and earncitly groaning for 
Redemption. 'They defired (as did two or 
three more the next day) that I would 
ſpend ſome time with them in prayer, and 
adviſe them how to flee from the wrath to 
come; which they ſaw continually hanging 
over their heads. That we might have 
more time for this great work, I appointed 
a day when they might all come together, 
which from thenceforward they did every 
week; n: amely on Thurſday in the evening. 
To theſe. and as many more as deſired to 
Join with them, (for their number increaſed 
daily) I gave ei advices from time to 
time which J judged moſt needful for 
tlem; and We always concluded our 
meeting with prayer ſured to their ſeveral 
Neccliiiucs, 
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2. This was the riſe, of the UNITED 
SOCIETY ; firſt in London, and then in other 
Places. Such a Society is no other than 
A company of men having the form and 
ſeeking the power of godlineſs, united in 


order to pray together, to receive the word of 


exhortation. and to watch over one another in 


love, that they may help each other to work out 
their falvation.” 


3. That it may the more caſily be diſ- 
cerned, whether they are indeed working 
out their own Salvation, each Society is 


divided into ſmaller Companies, called 


Claſſes, according to their reſpettive 
Places of Abode. There are about twelve 
Perſons in every Clals; one of whom is 


ſtiled The Leader.---It is his buſincſs, 


I. To ſec each Perſon in his Claſs, once a 
Week at leaſt, in order 
To inquire how their Souls profper ; 


» * 


To adviſe, reprove, comfort, or exhort, as 


Occaſion may require; 


To receive what they are willing to give, 
toward the Relief of the Poor. 


II. To meet the Miniſter - and the 
Stewards of the Society once a Week; 
in order 


To 


"7 
. 3 * 


Inform the Minh er of wy that are 


CK, Or of any: that wal K Dilord derly, and 


pay to the Stewards wh: at they have 
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for Evil, or Rail ailing for Ra ing: the n 
dn Words in buying or ſelling : 

The buying 07 felling Unc ft 00 (- 2004S 7 

The giving or laking tings 01 U 409 Yn 
unlawful intereſt : 

Uncharitahle or unprofitable Converſation ; 
particularly ſpeaking evil of Magiftrates, or 
of Minilters : 

Doing to others as we would not they 
ſhould do unto us : 

Doing 150 we know is not for the glory 
of (30d : 

The e but ling on of gold an 1 coſtly Apparel: 
particularly, the wearing of Calaſies, Highs- 
heads, or enormous Bonnets : 

The laking ſuch Diverſions as cannot be 
uled in the Name of the Lord Jeſus : 

The /anging thole Songs, or reading thoſe 
Books, which do not tend to the know edge Or 


love of God: 


Softneſs and needleſs ſelf— indulgence : 
Laying up treaſure upon earth : 
Borrowing without a probability of pay- 


ing; or taking up Goods without a proba- 


bility of paying for them. 


It 1s RY of all who continue 1n 
thele Societies, that they ſhould continue to 
evidence their Deſire of Salvation, 

Secondly, By ng good, by being in 
every kind merciful after their power, as 
they 
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they have Opportunity, doing good of 
every pol ible fort, and as far as is poffible to 
al! 1 

10 their Bodies, of the ability which God 

glweth, by giving Food to the Hungry, by 
clothing che Nakcd, by viſiting or helping 2 
them that are Sick, or in Priſon. 

To their Souls, by inſtructing. Yeprovng, 
or exhorting all we have any intercourſe 
with: trampling under-foot that enthuſiaſtic 
Doctrine oi Devils, that We are not to do 
pood unlels our Hearts be free to it.“ 

By doing good eſpecially to them that are 
of the Houſehs!d of Faith, or groaning fo 
to be: employing them preferably to others, 
2UVINg one of another, helping each other 
in Buſineſs S; and fo much the more, becauſe 
the World will love its own, and them only. 

zy all poſſible Diligence and Frugality, 
that the Goſpel be not blamed. 

By running with Patience the Race that 
is ſet before them, aenying themſelves, and | 
taking up their croſs daily ; ſubmitting to | 
bear the Reproach of Chriſt ; to be as the 
filth and oit-{couring of the: World; and 
looking that Men ſhould Jay all manner of © 
evil of them falſely for the Lord's ſake. 


6. It is expected of all who deſire to con- 
tinuc in thele Societies, that they ſhould 
continue 
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FOR 1 H Os E 


Who are convinced of Sin. 


0 Moſt com; paſſionate High Prieſt, 
| Full Of 41 


| Slace We k no the 0 art, 
Faith Puts its hatic] 15 breaſt, 


s Upon th 
And feels beneath thy pan ting nezit, 


2 Thy panting | 


ieart for inners bleeds ; 
Thy mere; 


Es and COM paſt, j 


2N Nie e; 
The groanin gelpirit intercedes 1 
And Car! il tlic bo: Nels 01 To 1757 Ive. 


3 Hear then 1hte pleading 8 


4 5 Plrit! S Prayer, 
(i 85 Spice will to nee is known S 
ror all-whonow 
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4 Poor temp te- J ſou!s 


2s, M itn teme! 3 loiled, 
And: fr gers to a m Ws 8 5 peace, 
Diſconſolate, att! cted, 


Loſt in a howlin ng ne. 8; 
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5 Torn with in endleſs war within, 
Vexed W it; the fle 1nd (51rit's ſtrife, 
And {trugelng in the toils of lin, 
4 1 anus . _ 5 1 
And acon:zine into liſe. 
© 5 
6 O let the priſoner's 3 C1195 
As incenſe in thy light aopear: 
Their! | 3 
Heir humble Wal ings Pie 16e the K 18 33 
If haply they may feel thee near | 
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7 The captive exiles make their moans, 
From 111 impatie nt.to be free; 

Call home, call home tne banithed ones! 
Lead captive their captivity! 


8 Shew them the blood that bought their peace, 
The anchor of their itedfait hope; 
And bid their guilty terror ceaſe, 
And bring the ranloméd priſoners up. 15 


Out of the deep regard their cries, 


li 2 


The fallen raiſe, the mourners cheer; 
© Sun of Uchte iſneſs ariſe, 
Ana ſcatter all their doubt ag ſear, 8 


1 


10 Pity the day of feeble things; 
O gather eveiv halting foul, 

And drop | Aale ation from thy winge, 
And make the contritc nner Hole. 


11 Stand b them in the fiery hour, 
Their feeblenefs of mind defend, 


And in Lene weakncls ſhew thy power, 
And mike them patient o the end. 


1 '1sty their ſoul in dron glit, 
Give the {)) thy (aving Health O 

And let thy mercy find them out; 
And let thy mercy reach to me. 
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The Deir 1g Of all fn eraſe, : | 
And turn our Ma, into jov. 
And clothe; us WILh the robes of Praife, ; 
8 Then whey 
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